
DE

 

 
DEM
Demogr
way for 

In a nuts
question

Our new
are acce
keyboar
is using 
visually 
sliders.  

One thin
position

Howeve
from tho
shape. If

If a slide
automat
particula
anywhe

When m
position
 

FOUR 

There ar

Value St

o A 
qu

o Th
an

o As
w

o If 
Ch
an

o Th
on
as

o A 
co

o Th
w

EMOGRAP
COM

MOGRAP
raphix has ad
respondents

shell, sliders 
n. 

w slider techn
essible to as 
rd if the user
assistive tec
impaired) th

ng to remem
. Therefore, 

er, to identify
ose who left 
f it is clicked 

er question is
tically added
ar row. The r
re on the slid

moving the sl
, making it e

VARIANTS

re four varia

tatements/L

respondent 
uestion, the 
he survey de
nd the respo
s they move 

will be shown
the question

hecking this 
nswered tha
he analysis s
n each row. A
ssigned as w
default answ

ompulsory. 
he default po

will not be sav

PHIX LIMIT
PANY NUM

PHIX “SL
dded a new q
s to input da

are a new w

nology has b
many respon

r can't use a m
hnology (for

he sliders wil

mber about sl
for some of 

y those respo
the slider ha
on or move

s not compu
d for each row
respondent c
der in which 

ider handle a
easy for resp

TS TO CHO

nts of the sli

Likert Scales 

is asked to r
propositions

esigner choos
ondent uses t

the slider cu
 as a tool tip
n is not com
hides the sli
t row in the 
hows, as it d
Average calc
ith other que
wer value ca

osition for th
ved as an an

TED  57 C
MBER 435

LIDERS”
question type
ta, without u

way of display

been designe
ndents as po
mouse and v
r example tex
l if necessary

liders is that 
the sliders t

ondents who
andle at its d
d, it then cha

lsory, a "No 
w in the mat
can re-enabl
event the sl

along or hov
ondents to s

OOSE FROM

ders: 

rate their ag
s appear on t
ses the value
the slider to 
ursor, interm
p (a pop-up s
pulsory then
der handle a
matrix. 

does with a M
culations usin
estion types
n be specifie

he slider han
swer unless 

www.de
CHESTNUT
8487 VA

e, called slid
using just rad

ying a one ch

ed in line with
ossible. This m
via voice com
xt to speech 
y display dro

the cursor (s
the survey de

o specifically
default, the s
anges to a so

Answer" or “
trix. Checkin
e a row by e
ider handle 

vering over it
see precisely

M 

reement wit
the left-hand
es to be chos
select their 

mediary value
tatement th

n a checkbox
and when sav

Matrix quest
ng numeric v
. 

ed and in fac

dle must be 
the respond

mographix
T ROAD LO
AT REGIST

ers, allowing
dio buttons o

hoice per row

h our core pr
means slider

mmand. Addi
or large fon

op-downs or 

slider handle
esigner need

 want the de
slider handle
olid diamond

“Not Applica
g this remov

either unchec
re-appears.

t, a tooltip co
y what answe

th a set of pr
d side of eac
sen (eg Agre
answer. 
es for each p
at appears o
 is displayed
ved, the resp

ion, how ma
values for ea

t MUST be s

specified fo
dent has click

x.com 
ONDON SE
TRATION N

g a more intu
or tick boxes

w or number

rinciples of c
rs can be ope
itionally if th
ts or no style
number ent

e) needs to h
ds to specify 

efault positio
e is initially an
d indicating a

able” (N/A) c
ves the slider
cking the che

onfirms the v
er they are g

opositions. A
ch row.  
e strongly ...

point chosen 
on the cursor
 to the right 
pondent is sh

any people se
ach answer o

pecified if th

r this questio
ked on it (or 

online 

E27 9EZ UK
NUMBER 7

uitive and int
s. 

r entry matri

creating surv
erated using 
he survey res
es because t
ry boxes inst

have a startin
a default po

on as their an
n outline dia
a chosen ans

checkbox opt
r handle for t
eckbox or cli

value of the 
iving. 

As with a ma

.. Disagree st

on the slidin
r). 
of each slide

hown as hav

elected each
option can be

he question i

on type. How
moved it). 

surveys m

K  020 71
791 4906 0

teractive 

ix 

veys that 
the 

spondent 
hey are 
tead of 

ng 
sition. 

nswer 
amond 
swer. 

tion is 
that 
cking 

current 

atrix 

trongly) 

ng scale 

er. 
ving not 

h option 
e 

s 

wever it 

made easy

112 5111
01



 
A Value Statement slider matrix. The example shown is a compulsory question so there are no N/A 
checkboxes displayed. The respondent has moved the slider handle for the first two rows, clicked on 
the handle on the third row to indicate the default position is their answer. However the fourth row 
still has an open diamond as the slider handle indicating they have not answered it. This means that 
they cannot proceed to the next page. The tooltip for the second row is shown as the respondent has 
hovered over the handle. 

 
Number Scale 

o For each row, the respondent is asked to choose a numeric value. For example, "How many 
times in the past month have you eaten..." (pizza/hamburgers/chinese food etc) 

o When creating this question the survey designer specifies the smallest and largest number on 
the scale.  

o The minimum value (usually zero) is the starting point for each slider handle in this question 
type. 

o The analysis of this question shows the average of the values chosen for each row.  
o This question can be made compulsory, in which case the survey respondent will not be able 

to move to the next page of the survey if they have not either clicked on each slider handle to 
confirm the default is their answer or moved each slider handle. 

 
In the example above, the Number scale is not compulsory. The respondent has moved the first slider 
handle, clicked on the second one to confirm that is their choice and not touched the third one. If this 
was their final survey submission then the answers to this question would be 4, 0 and no answer. 



Percent Split 

o This slider question type is the equivalent of a number entry matrix with constant sum of 100. 
o For example, the respondent is asked to state how much of their household income they 

spend on a number of categories of expenditure. They use the sliders to enter in their 
allocation of income. When their answers are saved, the numbers are scaled so they always 
add up to 100. This means that the respondent does not have to do mental arithmetic to 
ensure their answers add up to 100 before they proceed. We believe this is a more user 
friendly method of operation. 

o The initial starting position of the slider handles is at 0%. 
o This question type does not need to be made compulsory as there is a default answer of 0% 

for each row. 
o The analysis of this question shows the average of the values entered for each row. And the 

sum of the averages will always be 100. 

 
A Percentage Split question showing a tooltip for the bottom slider handle which has just been 
moved. Though the values selected add up to more than 100, when saved they will be scaled 
proportionally so that the sum of the values across all five rows adds up to 100. 

 
Mixing Desk 

o This is a new type of question which does not have an equivalent in the existing Matrix 
question types. 

o A respondent is asked to position themselves between a set of opposing attributes. 
o Opposing attributes are displayed left and right of each slider. 
o For example "When it comes to describing yourself where do you sit on the following scales?" 

• Extravagant ... Mean 
• Tidy ... Messy 
• Punctual ... Late 

o The slider uses an eleven point scale, with a mid point as the default position and five 
positions on either side of it (assigned values from -5 to +5) 

o A "No Answer" checkbox is displayed to the right of each Mixing Desk row unless the question 
is made compulsory.  

o As with Value statements and Number scale, the slider handle is initially an outline diamond in 
the middle or neutral position and the respondent needs to click on it or move it to register an 
answer. 



 
A Mixing Desk question. The respondent has moved four of the slider handles from their default 
middle position and checked the box to indicate that the last row is not applicable. 

 

Other details 

o Number Scale, Value Statement and Mixing Desk slider questions can be used as the control 
for conditional questions and pages. 

o When moving the slider handle along or hovering over it, a tooltip confirms the value of the 
current position. 

o The colours/style of the slider itself cannot be modified but has been chosen to work well with 
the many appearance options available for a survey. 

o It is not possible at present to randomise the order of the rows in a slider question. We hope 
to add this functionality at a later date. 

 
When to use and not use sliders 
o Use sliders when you want a more visual way of allowing a respondent to choose an answer 

from a continuous scale of answers whether it is a number scale or things like satisfaction, 
frequency or propensity. 

o Do not use sliders if the points along the scale are not a scale but are distinct options (eg "I do 
this", "My partner does this", "We both do this"). 

 


